
 

E r a s u r e :  S i l e n c i n g  I n d i g e n o u s  V o i c e s  a n d  
P e r s p e c t i v e s  

By: Greg Kosc, Faculty 

I n s i d e  t h i s  
i s s u e :  

Erasure 1 

Voices from the Past 2 

Portrait of White Cloud 2 

Thanksgiving 3 

Erasure, cont. 3 

Letter from  the Editors 4 

  

* * * * * * * * * * *  

Notes from the Underground 

November 2012 Volume 2, Issue 4 

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  U n d e r g r o u n d  

A  few  weeks  ago,  retail  outlet  The  Gap  began  
advertising  a  t-­shirt  with  the  saying  

American  History  Month,  I  think  it  is  incum-­
bent  upon  historians  to  deal  with  the  realities  of  
our  past  in  stark  and  uncompromising  terms.  
When  historians  tiptoe  around  atrocities  from  
the  past,  they  create  an  intellectual  space  for  
some  to  justify  or  ignore  those  actions.    

The  process  of  dealing  with  the  past  and  our  

thing  that  takes  a  long  time.  For  example,  only  
in  the  last  six  decades  have  professional  histo-­
rians  and  the  public  started  to  seriously  address  
issues  such  as  slavery  and  racism  in  our  past.  
As  a  consequence,  society  today  dictates  that  
racial  stereotypes  and  epithets  of  African  
Americans  be  excluded  from  public  discourse  

and  popular  imagery.  However,  we  continue  to  
live  in  a  country  that  has  so  thoroughly  margin-­
alized  Indian  voices  and  Indian  history  that  it  

designer  (and  their  executives)  that  this  shirt  
would  be  acceptable.  A  quick  glance  at  some  

demonstrates  this  point  well:  the  Washington  

Wahoo  are  just  two  examples  that  have  drawn  
sustained  criticism  from  Natives  to  no  effect.  
How  can  this  be?  While  racism  and  racial  
profiling  certainly  exists,  no  one  would  ever  

calling  for  political  correctness?    

in  our  nation  seem  to  equate  cultural  sensitivity  

nationalistic  rejections  of  historical  realities  
seem  to  equate  historical  awareness  and  sensi-­
tivity  with  femininity  and  treason.  Throughout  
human  history,  as  civilizations  became  more  
complex  and  patriarchal,  people  became  infatu-­

why  these  negative  connections  have  had  such  
a  powerful  effect  in  blunting  curiosity  and  
awareness.  We  must  be  strong  enough  and  
secure  enough  in  our  identities  to  reject  this  
notion  that  awareness  emasculates  us.  We  must  
also  realize  that  criticizing  your  country  does  
not  mean  one  is  unpatriotic.  If  we  all  simply  
supported  our  government  without  ever  ques-­
tioning  it,  we  would  probably  still  have  the  
institution  of  slavery  and  Native  Americans,  
Africans,  and  Asians  would  never  have  become  
U.S.  citizens.    

Rampant  anti-­intellectualism  must  be  exposed  
for  its  ultimate  political  intent:  a  denial  of  our  

sins,  erasing  Native  voices  by  saying  that  all  
the  Indians  were  already  dead  from  disease,  
Americans  are  able  to  ignore  the  horror  and  
reality  of  the  Native  experience.  If  Native  
experiences  are  removed  from  our  collective  
memory,  then  it  becomes  easier  to  believe  that  
God  destined  Euro-­Americans  to  settle  and  

have  killed  off  all  the  Indians  before  Ameri-­
cans  got  here?  Oftentimes  this  psychological  
process  is  subtle  and  unconscious.  Think  about  
the  last  map  that  you  saw  that  showed  the  
Louisiana  Purchase  (see  below).  Were  the  
names  of  all  the  Indian  nations  that  controlled  
the  trans-­Mississippi  West  included  on  that  
map?  Probably  not.  Most  of  these  maps  depict  
a  massive  empty  territory  that  was  just  waiting  
to  be  surveyed  and  inevitably  turned  into  

presence  and  invoking  God  and  Manifest  Des-­
tiny  to  justify  taking  the  continent,  America  is  
absolved  of  all  past  misdeeds.  More  impor-­
tantly,  when  the  difficult  narratives  about  In-­
dian  Removal  in  the  Jacksonian  Era,  Califor-­

boarding  schools  are  papered  over,  the  few  
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Only  after  the  last  tree  has  been  
cut,  only  after  the  last  river  has  been  
poisoned,  only  after  the  last  fish  has  
been  caught,  will  they  find  that  

  

This  is  a  powerful  quotation  from  an  even  
more  powerful  song.  I  first  heard  this  in  2009.    
Lamb  of  God  had  just  released  their  fifth  stu-­
dio  album,  Wrath,  and  these  were  some  of  the  
lyrics  on  the  track  titled  Reclamation.  The  
words  have  come  to  mind  often  since  I  heard  
that  song  for  the  first  time.  Their  profound  
quality  inspired  me  to  look  at  who  originally  
said  this.  Though  I  was  not  able  to  find  a  de-­
finitive  answer,  I  did  find  a  poster    that  attrib-­
uted  the  quotation  to  an  Ioway  Chief  named  
White  Cloud.    

White  Cloud,  also  known  as  Mahaskah,  was  
the  chief  of  the  Ioway  (or  Báxoje)  tribe  in  the  
region  of  present-­day  Iowa.  He  became  chief  

by  the  Sioux.  His  tribe  headed  a  retaliatory  raid  
on  the  Sioux,  but  since  he  was  young  at  the  
time  he  decided  not  to  exploit  his  role  as  chief,  
choosing  instead  to  go  as  a  common  brave  and  
earn  leadership  and  combat  experience  while  
building  credibility  with  his  tribe.  During  his  
fighting  years,  he  led  more  than  15  campaigns  
against  other  tribes  without  recording  a  loss.  
While  he  was  honing  his  leadership  skills,  
European  immigrants  were  also  establishing  

bers  grew,  it  became  evident  that  the  land  was  
unable  to  support  both  groups  of  people.  The  
white  people  destroyed  the  land  through  the  
practices  of  cattle-­grazing,  farming,  and  defor-­
estation.  The  Ioway  tribe  saw  that  it  was  neces-­
sary  to  develop  relations  with  these  settlers,  so  
they  began  to  hunt  and  trade  animal  furs  in  an  
effort  to  survive.  This  combination  of  activities  
caused  a  great  reduction  in  the  density  of  ani-­
mals  on  Ioway  land.  Since  they  depended  
greatly  on  buffalo  and  deer  to  survive,  this  
depletion  of  game  led  to  hunger  and  lack  of  
items  necessary  for  survival.  In  order  to  rem-­
edy  the  situation,  the  Natives  conducted  raid-­
ing  parties  to  obtain  food  and  other  materials.  
This  cycle  of  events  would  lead  to  high  ten-­
sions  between  Natives  and  settlers.  

In  1824,  White  Cloud  went  to  Washington  to  
hold  peace  talks  with  President  Monroe.  It  was  

during  this  meeting  that  White  Cloud  deemed  
it  necessary  to  work  with  the  white  man,  for  he  
realized  that  the  United  States  government  had  
forced  its  way  into  the  life  of  his  people  in  
such  a  way  that  left  them  no  way  out.  In  effect,  
they  would  have  to  conform  to  the  rules  that  
the  white  man  imposed.  The  outcome  of  White  

States  was  that  the  Ioway  tribe  would  stay  
where  they  were,  hand  over  rights  to  their  
northern  territory,  and  learn  how  to  cultivate  
the  land  with  tools  given  to  them  by  the  gov-­
ernment.  They  were  also  to  be  paid  $500  a  
year  for  the  next  decade  and  were  not  to  en-­
gage  in  acts  of  aggression  against  other  tribes  
of  the  area.  However,  this  peace  time  would  
come  to  an  end  in  1833  when  one  of  the  Ioway  

Omaha  tribe.  This  action  was  met  with  opposi-­
tion  and  a  war  party,  evidence  that  the  old  
ways  that  had  prevailed  for  centuries    had  not  

should  be  stated,  however,  that  this  war  party  
was  not  sanctioned  by  White  Cloud,  and  he  did  
not  partake  in  the  traditional  celebrations,  
which  followed  the  act  of  retaliation.    

After  hearing  about  the  breach  of  contract  by  
the  tribe,  the  government  imprisoned  White  
Cloud  and  his  rebels;;  White  Cloud  himself  
helped  officials  track  down  the  violators.  Even  
though  he  did  not  commit  any  crime,  he  still  
surrendered  because  he  felt  it  necessary  to  
follow  the  treaty  so  as  to  set  a  good  example  
for  his  tribe.  While  in  prison,  one  of  his  fellow  
tribesmen  told  him,  "Inca,  (father,)  if  ever  I  get  
out  of  this  place  alive,  I  will  kill  you.  A  brave  
man  should  never  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  
and  confined  as  I  am.  You  should  have  shot  
me  at  the  village."  Regrettably,  this  promise  
would  eventually  come  to  pass.  In  1834,  after  
gaining  his  freedom,  White  Cloud  was  mur-­
dered  by  his  former  prison  mates.      

It  is  sad  that  a  man  who  had  the  wisdom  to  see  
the  need  for  cooperation  and  peace  was  killed  
because  of  his  belief  in  duty  to  his  tribe  and  to  
a  government  that  was  displacing  his  people  
from  their  land  and  their  ways;;  nonetheless,  
this  is  a  fact  of  history.  It  would  be  easy  to  
dismiss  White  Cloud  as  having  sold  out  to  the  
interests  of  money  and  power  with  little  
thought  that  within  a  few  short  years  it  would  
mean  the  end  of  a  way  of  life  that  had  changed  
little  over  centuries.  But  before  we  make  such  
a  judgment,  we  should  consider  again  the  

quotation  with  which  we  began.  Certainly  
these  words,  if  they  are  indeed  his,  were  a  
prophecy  of  sorts.  He  may  have  known  and  felt  
that  there  was  a  grave  risk  of  losing  every-­
thing.  Perhaps  he  knew  better  than  anyone  that  
there  was  to  be  a  bad  end  to  the  matter.  Never-­
theless,  he  did  what  he  felt  he  must  do  to  real-­
istically  confront  a  threat  about  which  other  
tribes  had  less  insight  and  for  which  they  were  
completely  unprepared.  His  wisdom  rang  true,  
and  still  does  today.  His  words  also  bring  to  
mind  the  crossroads  at  which  the  American  
Empire  stands  in  the  modern  world,  as  we  still  
seek  to  sell  our  goods  around  the  world,  make  
profits,  and  influence  other  cultures.  We  seek  
peace,  and  we  seek  to  convince  other  countries  
to  lay  down  their  arms,  sign  treaties,  and  
peacefully  coexist.  However,  if  we  are  to  fol-­
low  our  own  suggestions,  then  we  will  be  in  
full  opposition.    We  as  people,  especially  
Americans,  are  too  proud  to  ever  say  that  our  
wars  to  establish  peace  (and  spread  our  eco-­
nomic  and  cultural  influence)  are  not  working,  
or  that  maybe  we  are  the  problem.  While  our  
economic  empire  may  feed  us,  the  question  of  
whether  or  not  it  truly  feeds  our  souls  is  an-­
other  question  altogether.  In  so  many  ways,  
White  Cloud  and  his  words  of  wisdom  still  
ring    true.    

Charles  Bird  King,  White  Cloud,  
Etching  after  1824  oil  on  canvas.  
This  portrait  depicts  White  Cloud  
before  he  adopted  Euro-­American  
culture.  



cept  for  the  wildlife.  A  portion  of  the  Natives  
who  had  been  living  there  had  already  died  
from  diseases  brought  over  by  an  earlier  group  
of  English  explorers  in  1614.  The  Pilgrims  
took  what  supplies  they  could  to  build  shelters  
for  the  winter,  but  the  weather  was  harsh  and  
many  suffered  from  exposure,  disease,  and  
starvation.  Half  of  the  passengers  died  in  the  
first  winter.  The  survivors  were  tired,  hungry,  
and  at  the  point  of  giving  up.  The  Pilgrims,  
being  extremely  religious,  prayed  to  God  for  
help.  In  March  they  were  surprised  by  meeting  
an  English  speaking  Native  American  man  
named  Squanto.  He  was  previously  captured  by  
an  earlier  group  of  English  explorers  in  1614  
who  taught  him  English  and  sold  him  as  a  slave  
in  Spain.  Squanto  escaped  slavery  by  getting  
on  a  merchant  ship  traveling  to  America.  He  
was  horrified  at  what  he  saw,  for  most  of  his  
tribe  was  dead!  He  found  a  few  surviving  
natives  and  started  rebuilding  their  civilization,  
and  eventually  met  the  colonists.  Squanto  
became  the  translator  and  instructor  for  the  
colony.  He  and  his  people  taught  the  colonists  
how  to  work  the  land,  plant  corn,  stockpile  for  
the  winter,  and  how  to  use  local  resources.  
Thanks  to  Squanto,  the  colony  was  able  to  
survive,  which  aided  in  the  eventual  treaty  

that  lasted  fifty  years.  As  a  show  of  gratitude,  
the  colonists  had  a  dinner  with  the  natives  
during  their  first  autumn  harvest  in  1621.  The  
colonists  brought  wildfowl  (known  as  turkey)  

and  some  of  their  harvest,  while  the  natives  
brought  deer  and  other  foods.  The  colonists  
gave  thanks  to  the  natives  and  God  for  the  aid  
they  received.  

Native  Americans  are  entangled  in  American  
history  and  have  received  the  raw  end  of  the  
stick  in  most  of  their  encounters  with  Ameri-­
cans;;  but  if  we  only  focus  on  the  negatives  
between  these  meetings,  then  Thanksgiving  
will  only  be  known  as  a  day  of  giving  thanks  
for  triumphs  over  losses.  The  true  meaning  of  
Thanksgiving  is  in  the  name  itself,  so  we  
should  give  thanks  for  what  we  have  and  help  
the  less  fortunate  as  the  natives  helped  the  
Pilgrims.  Next  time  you  see  a  donation  box,  
stop  and  remember  how  much  good  that  can  be  
done  by  helping.  

tion  an  opportunity  at  higher  education  
with  the  G.I.  Bill.  These  amazing  ac-­
complishments  are  just  as  surely  part  of  
our  past  as  are  all  our  misdeeds.  Blind  
and  unthinking  patriotism  is  not  patriot-­
ism  at  all;;  such  passions  are  simply  used  
by  those  in  power  as  a  political  ploy  to  
garner  support  for  their  policies.  In-­
stead,  we  should  try  to  foster  a  con-­
scious  nationalism,  and  when  we  tell  
stories  of  cooperation,  we  should  care-­
fully  examine  motivations  of  all  sides  in  
those  interactions  and  try  to  foster  a  
more  well-­rounded  and  accurate  picture  
of  the  past.  

One  retort  that  every  historian  hears  
from  students  and  the  public  alike  is  that  

dwelling  on  them  will  do  no  one  any  

problem  with  this  statement  is  that  our  
past  is  very  much  what  defines  us.  
Think  about  yourself  and  the  defining  

narratives  that  continue  to  be  told  about  
Indians  are  those  that  celebrate  coopera-­
tion  between  Americans  and  Indians.  
These  stories  of  cooperation  are  rarely  
told  to  contribute  to  our  understanding  of  
Indians,  but,  rather,  they  are  about  mak-­
ing  the  colonizer  feel  better  about  trying  
to  uplift  so-­called  lesser  peoples  who  

disease.  Instead  of  trying  to  constantly  
make  ourselves  feel  better,  which  we  
already  do  a  good  job  of,  we  should  
acknowledge  this  turbulent  past  and  to  do  
our  best  to  include  Native  perspectives  in  
our  historical  narratives.    

By  acknowledging  this  unsettling  past,  
one  can  still  be  proud  of  their  country,  

istic  is  its  ability  to  change  and  bestow  
freedom  on  different  races  and  classes  of  
peoples.  We  have  overcome  slavery  and  
Jim  Crow,  granted  workers  the  right  to  
join  unions,  and  gave  an  entire  genera-­

moments  in  your  life.  Would  you  like  it  
if  someone  told  you  that  some  of  those  
moments  are  not  important,  or  that  they  
never  happened  at  all?  Therefore,  this  
is  not  about  political  correctness  so  
much  as  simply  acknowledging  Native  

right  to  be  heard,  have  their  perspective  
told,  and  have  their  life  ways  respected.  
Who  knows,  one  day,  in  order  to  save  
the  very  planet  we  live  on,  we  may  
need  Native  perspectives  to  guide  us  to  
the  knowledge  that  money  cannot  be  
eaten.  

T h a n k s g i v i n g  
B y :  J o s e  G u z m a n ,  S t u d e n t  

E r a s u r e ,  c o n t i n u e d  

Thanksgiving  is  just  around  the  corner,  which  
means  family,  an  overwhelming  amount  of  
food,  and  football  wrapped  together  in  one  day.  
This  celebration  is  amongst  our  oldest,  but  it  

President  Lincoln  announced  it  as  such  while  
giving  a  speech  following  a  victory  in  the  Civil  
War.  People  have  forgotten  the  meaning  and  
origin  of  Thanksgiving,  which  embodies  the  
cooperation  of  Native  Americans  and  the  Pil-­
grims  who  momentarily  worked  together  and  

  

The  first  successful  English  settlement  was  
Jamestown  in  1607.  Once  people  got  word  of  

and  women  left  home  for  new  opportunities.  
Some  came  from  Plymouth,  England  in  the  
autumn  of  1620  on  a  ship  called  the  May-­
flower.  Onboard  were  102  passengers,  and  they  
were  known  as  Pilgrims.  They  knew  they  were  
in  for  a  dangerous  ride  across  the  ocean,  but  
were  unaware  of  the  dangers  on  land.  After  
traveling  for  about  sixty  days,  they  accidently  
missed  their  intended  destination,  the  Hudson  
River,  and  decided  to  stay  where  they  landed,  
Plymouth  Harbor,  in  New  England.  The  pas-­
sengers  were  out  of  European  jurisdiction  and  
decided  to  create  their  own  laws  for  the  sole  
benefit  of  the  Colony.  This  agreement  later  
became  known  as  the  Mayflower  Compact.    

Plymouth  was  almost  completely  empty,  ex-­
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Notes from the Underground 

Dear  Readers,  

Notes  from  the  Underground.  Over  
the  course  of  this  adventurous  year,  The  Historical  Underground  has  seen  shifts  in  leadership,  changes  in  organizational  structure,  and  the  addition  

Notes  from  the  Un-­
derground.  We  want  to  personally  thank  everyone  who  has  ever  written  an  article,  edited  an  article,  or  simply  picked  up  a  copy  of  the  newsletter  to  
check  out  the  hard  work  that  students  and  faculty  of  the  Southeast  campus  are  capable  of  producing.  Thank  you  very  much,  we  are  incredibly  grate-­
ful  for  your  support.  

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  and  we  have  dedicated  every  article  of  this  issue  to  shine  light  on  the  significance  and  impact  of  
Native  American  culture  and  history,  as  it  is  essential  to  understanding  the  story  of  America.  This  issue  delves  into  the  standardized  story  of  
Thanksgiving,  the  conscious  negligence  of  Native  American  culture,  and  the  struggle  of  being  in  the  path  of  American  territorial  expansion.  Outside  
the  newsletter  but  in  the  same  theme  of  thought,  Kallie  and  Greg  Kosc  will  be  making  a  presentation  in  recognition  of  Native  American  Heritage  
Month  on  November  15,  2012  in  the  North  Ballroom.  

As  editors  of  this  publication,  we  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  the  historical  content  and  grammar  of  every  issue  is  of  the  highest  standard.  As  
conscious  human  beings,  when  faced  with  an  obvious  fault,  we  must  acknowledge  and  address  the  issue  to  ensure  that  it  does  not  happen  again.  

ew  on  The  Purity  
Myth   Notes  from  the  Underground
for  taking  the  time  to  read  our  newsletter,  and  if  you  are  interested  in  joining  The  Historical  Underground,  we  meet  every  Friday  from  1-­2  p.m.  in  
Room  1224.  

                        ~  Bradley  J.  Borougerdi,  Greg  Kosc,  &  Eric  Salas  




